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Friday 22nd May 2020 
Dear parents,  
 
We hope this letter finds you well and we would like to thank you for all of your support during this 

difficult time.  

Here you will also find a guide which details how we will be supporting your child(ren) should they 
return to the Academy on the proposed date of the 8th of June. Please note however that this is 
still subject to government advice, with their final decision on school’s reopening not being made 
until the 28th of May. 
 
We are planning to reopen the school to reception, year 1 and year 6 on the 8th of June.  
If your child already attends the school as the child of a key worker or as a vulnerable pupil this 
school will remain open 5 days a week.  
 
 
With the government guidelines on ensuring the children remain 2m apart we have had to split 

classes into smaller groups; these groups may not be taught by the child’s regular teacher. We are 

also staggering the days that pupils are in, as well as the time of the school day, to minimise numbers 

entering and leaving the building at the same time. Below is a timetable for these classes: 

Reception:             Monday & Tuesday.             Drop –off 8.30-8.50am     Pick-up 2.10-2.20pm 

Year 1:                    Thursday & Friday.               Drop-off 8.50-9.10am       Pick-Up 2.45-2.55pm 

Year 6:                    Monday & Tuesday.             Drop –off 9.10-9.20am     Pick-up 3.15-3.25pm 

Key worker            Monday to Friday                 9am-3pm 

 

 The place where you usually drop-off and collect your child will also be changing. We will 

communicate more details once we have confirmed them. 

 

As you can see, each year group is only in for two days of the week. This was the only safe, feasible 

way to ensure children could remain in small groups isolated from other small groups. It also allows 

us to close the school on Wednesday for a deeper clean and staff training (although it will remain 

open and staffed for pupils of key workers / vulnerable groups). 
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We have put lots of control factors in place to ensure that this return is as safe as possible. The main 

two factors are ensuring as best as possible that the children socially distance whilst in school, with 

the second main factor being that the children will be split into small groups (or bubbles), and will 

remain in these bubbles – with the same adult/s for the two days they are in school. They will be in 

class together, be on the playground together and eat together as a group, as the current advice is 

for these small isolated groups not to mix with other children or adults. Consequently, there will be 

designated rooms for each bubble as well as zoned areas outside. 

Other control factors in place will be: 

• Regular washing of hands, including increased facilities to do so 

• We will be placing hand sanitiser at every entrance to the site and expect everyone to use it 

before entering.  

• All movement on the site will be with a one-way system. 

• Limited resources in classrooms – and any resources will be individually-specific, not shared. 

• Nothing to be brought in from home with the exception of a packed lunch. 

• Staggered play-time, lunch-time, drop off and pick up  

• Smaller class sizes – classrooms will be set up for no more than 15 pupils 

• No assemblies / shared activities amongst groups 

• Learning in class will mirror learning online. 

• Children feeling unwell will be sent immediately home 

• Any child or adult in each group presenting positive symptoms to be safely removed from 

group; if positive test for Covid-19 then the whole group will go into self-isolation at home 

• Only 1 parent per pupil at pick-up / drop-off, and the expectation that all parents respect the 

social distancing requirements 

• No parents to enter building unless an emergency – please call the office for general 

enquiries, and you will not be able to bring children into the building 

• Behaviour policy to align with our expectations around social distancing and keeping safe  

• Lidded bins for ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ to be effective 

 

We appreciate that school is going to look – and feel – very different for many of our pupils, and 

there will be issues around maintaining social distancing within class and outside. We are hoping to 

upload some videos to the school website to be able to show the children what it will look like when 

they return. 
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We understand that this probably isn’t the way you imagined the children returning to school – it 

wasn’t for us either. However, we have to work within the government guidelines, and try to ensure 

the safety of the pupils as well as the staff. Opening full-time every day for all pupils – whilst ensuring 

social distancing and smaller class sizes – is not a possibility with our pupil and staff numbers. 

We also understand that now you know the reopening plan in more detail, this may affect your 

decision on whether or not to send your child back. Therefore, the week before we are due to return 

(w/c 1st June), we will be giving you a call to see what your plans are so that we can ensure we have 

the correct staff numbers, and to be able to group the pupils accordingly. 

As always, thank you for your patience and understanding in these difficult times. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ms Pingree, Mr Allan, Miss Rees & Mrs Aldersley 

 


